Correspondence Related to Franklin Peale and New Mint Equipment, 1833-1837 


Correspondence primarily among Melter & Refiner Franklin Peale, Mint Directors Samuel Moore and 
Robert M. Patterson, and Secretary of the Treasury Levi Woodbury. Photocopies from the Craig Sholley 
library, generally originating from the National Archives, record group 104, entry 23 (Peale 
correspondence), although some of the material may be from the general correspondence files 
(National Archives, record group 104, entries 1 and 3). The correspondence relates to acquisition and 
implementation of the steam press, purchase of a portrait lathe, and development of the 1836 gold 
pattern dollar, 1836 Gobrecht silver dollar, and 1836 steam press token. 


The following is included: 

11/20/1833, Franklin Peale to Samuel Moore 
4/29/1834, Franklin Peale to Samuel Moore 
8/14/1834, Franklin Peale to Samuel Moore 


6/16/1835, Franklin Peale to Samuel Moore. Peale is now back in the United States following extended 
travel to Europe. 


6/30/1835, expense summary for Franklin Peale’s travel to Europe 


12/23/1835, quote for steam engine ($2000) and related components ($2600), incomplete, sender and 
receiver not clear from context 


n.d., c. 1835, Mint Appropriation for 1836 including $20,000 for steam press 


1/6/1836, Robert M. Patterson to Hon W. Ewing, recommending Franklin Peale for the position of 
Melter & Refiner 


1/7/1836, Robert M. Patterson to Levi Woodbury, recommending William E. DuBois for the position of 
Assistant Assayer 


1/8/1836, Robert M. Patterson to Andrew Jackson, transmitting trial impressions of the Gobrecht dollar 
obverse 


1/8/1836, Robert M. Patterson to Levi Woodbury, transmitting trial impressions of the Gobrecht dollar 
obverse 


3/21/1836, Levi Woodbury to Robert M. Patterson, inquiring as to slow coinage production 


3/23/1836, Robert M. Patterson to Levi Woodbury, transmitting samples of copper coin from the steam 
press 


3/23/1836, Levi Woodbury to Robert M. Patterson, acknowledging receipt of gold dollars and steam 
press specimens 


3/25/1836, Robert M. Patterson to Levi Woodbury, responding to Woodbury’s inquiry of March 21. 
3/28/1836, Rufus Tyler to Robert M. Patterson, related to press alterations 

4/9/1836, Robert M. Patterson to Levi Woodbury, transmitting a second trial of the Gobrecht dollar 
5/27/1836, Franklin Peale to Robert M. Patterson, related to hiring workmen from Merrick & Agnew 
7/6/1836, Robert M. Patterson to Samuel Fisher, regarding purchase of portrait lathe 


7/8/1836, Robert M. Patterson to Levi Woodbury, transmitting bullion deposit data requested by the 
president 


7/21/1836, Robert M. Patterson to (possibly) Samuel Fisher, regarding funds for the portrait lathe 


12/16/1836, Franklin Peale to Robert M. Patterson, notes new dies executed for Gobrecht dollar, struck 
this day, with samples sent to the Secretary of the Treasury 


12/24/1836, Franklin Peale to Robert M. Patterson, regarding reduction of the Gobrecht half dollar dies 
12/27/1836, Franklin Peale to Robert M. Patterson, regarding Merrick and Agnew milling machine 
1/8/1837, Franklin Peale to Robert M. Patterson, criticizing the Gobrecht dollar as too medallic 


7/25/1837, Merrick & Agnew to Robert M. Patterson, complaining about infringement of their 
technology 


7/25/1837, Robert M. Patterson to Merrick & Agnew, responding to their complaint 
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